(P)\ SOR4D conference 2026

\ J Advancing Transdisciplinary

Research for Global Development
Programme Overview

Day 1: Monday, 31.8.2026

11:00 - 13:00 | Registration and Welcome Coffee

Joint Opening Address by Debora Kern, Head of Research and Policy Division, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and
Pierre Willa, Head of Thematic Research Thematic Research Division, Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) (Plenary)

13:00-13:15

Keynote Speeches (Plenary)
13:15-14:25 (1) Joanna Kane-Potaka, Executive Secretary of the Global Forum on Agricultural Innovation and Research (GFAIR)
(2) Nafeez Ahmed, Director of the System Shift Lab, founder of the Age of Transformation platform

Plenary Break out room 2

Embedding impactin the scale-
up of education interventions:
methodological, institutional,
and operational challenges
(Round Table 1)

14:30 - 16:00
Digital Services for Rural and

Slot A Urban Development
(Paper Session 1)

16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break
Plenary Break out room 2
16:30 - 18:00 Bridging Knowledge Systems: Beyond Short Project Cycles:
' ' From Indigenous and Local Rethinking Transformative
Slot B Knowledge to Policy and Research Partnerships with

Africa from Switzerland
(Round Table 2)

Practice
(Paper Session 3)

18:00-18:15 | Welcome remarks: Prof. Stuard Lane, Vice President of the SNSF Academic Board (Research Council)

18:15-19:30 Apéro / Reception




Day 2: Tuesday, 1.9.2026

08:45-09:00 | Welcome and introduction Day 2 (Plenary)
09:00-09:15 | Welcome Address by Markus Schrader, Member of Senior Management of SDC, Head of the Foundations and Quality Division
Plenary Break out2 Break outroom 3
09:15 - 10:45 Territories, Local Knowledge Hiding in plain sight: meaningful Scaling Digital Advisory Services in
’ ) and Agency in participation of families in the search for | LMICs: Opportunities, Challenges,
Slot C Agroecological Transitions forcibly disappeared persons and the Emerging Role of Al
(Paper Session 4) (Round Table 3) (Round Table 4)
10:45-11:15 Coffee break
Plenary Break out 2 Break outroom 3
11:15 - 12:45 Making Nature-Based Debugging digital extension: managing The Real-world lab workshop:
’ ’ Interventions Work for knowledge, autonomy and data in Challenges of scaling-up
Slot D People transdisciplinary agroforestry scaling agroecology
(Paper Session 6) (Round Table 5) (Workshop 4)
12:45-13:45 Lunch
Plenary Break out 2 Break outroom 3
Building Climate Resilience: Living Labs and Data Ecosystems:
13:45-15:15 | Bridging Local Knowledge Nutrition by Design: Making Health Governance and Innovation in
and Science-Based Outcomes Explicit in Agroecology Artisanal Gold Mining in the
Slot E Solutions (Round Table 6) Amazon Forest
(Paper Session 8) (Workshop 5)
15:15- 15:45 Coffee break
Panel discussion: From Reflection to Direction: What we require from transdisciplinary research for development in and for the Global South
15:45-17:15 . . .
Moderation: Martina Schmidt, (Plenary)
17:15-17:30 | Closing remarks by Prof. Martin Lengwiler, University of Basel, Switzerland, Research Council Member SNSF, SOR4D Review Panel Chair
17:30 Closing of the Conference




Conference programme - Day 1: Monday 31. August 2026

Time Room Format Se/sIsI;on Title / Content Presenters, convenors
11:00 - 13:00 Registration and Welcome Coffee
13:00-13:15 | Plenary Joint Opening Address by Debora Kern (SDC) and Pierre Willa
(SNSF)
13:15-14:25 | Plenary Keynote Keynote Speeches

e Joanna Kane-Potaka, Executive Secretary GFAIR - The
Global Forum on Agricultural Research and Innovation

e Nafeez Ahmed, Director of the System Shift Lab, founder of
the Age of Transformation platform

SLOT A — Monday 14:30 - 16:00 (90 min)

14:30 - 16:00 | Plenary Paper S1 Digital Services for Rural and Urban Development Chair: Christian Andres (ETH,
Session Switzerland)

ID 75 What Works in Digital Agricultural Extension Services? Cross- Kibrom Sibhatu, icipe, Kenya
Country Experimental Evidence on Delivery Models

ID 85 Phygital Extension as Trust-Building Mechanism for Scaling Sarita Mishra, Grameen Foundation
Digital Advisory Services India, India

1D 87 Transdisciplinary solutions to close the gap between Mirja Michalscheck, Agroscope,
researcher- and farmer know-how Switzerland

ID 77 Understanding digital resilience: everyday challenges and Salome Bukachi, University of Nairobi,
adaptations for informal and platform workers in Kenya Kenya

ID 90 Lessons from Scaling Up Property Taxation Innovations Camille Barras, University of Toronto,

Canada




Time

Room

Format

Session
/1D

Title / Content

Presenters, convenors

in Practice: From Principles and Tools to Practical
Implementation

14:30- 16:00 | Breakout 2 Roundtable | RT 1 Embedding impact in the scale-up of education Lead: Anne Thibault, Fund for
interventions: methodological, institutional, and operational | Innovation in Development, France
challenges

14:30 - 16:00 | Breakout 3 Workshop |WS1 Conducting Global Transdisciplinary Research Partnerships |Lead: Fabian Kaser, SCNAT,

Switzerland

16:00 - 16:30

Coffee break

SLOT B — Monday 16:30 - 18:00 (90 min)

16:30 - 18:00

Breakout 2

Roundtable

RT 2

into Healthcare in Uganda

Beyond Short Project Cycles: Rethinking Transformative
Research Partnerships with Africa from Switzerland

16:30-18:00 | Plenary Paper S3 Bridging Knowledge Systems: From Indigenous and Local Chair: Estelle Raveloaritiana
Session Knowledge to Policy and Practice (University of Ziirich, Switzerland)

ID 1 Integrating Indigenous Knowledge Systems into Sustainable Carol Cravero, Yale ASAP Fellow, Italy
Public Procurement: Challenges, Opportunities, and Policy
Perspectives in Selected African Contexts

1D 31 Transforming Refugee Housing Research: Bridging Scales and Z. Ezgi Halilioglu Kahraman, Cankaya
Knowledge under Overlapping Crises University & Geneva Graduate Institute

ID 105 | Bridging epistemologies in assessing the global environment Sarah-Lan Mathez-Stiefel, University
and designing pathways towards sustainability: Lessons learnt | Berne, Switzerland
from the inclusion of Indigenous and Local Knowledge in UNEP
GEO-7

ID 110 | Erosion, Adaptation, and Revitalization: Indigenous Knowledge | Dhanya Vijayan, Leibniz Center for
Systems in Changing Forest Landscapes of India Agricultural Landscape Research,

Germany
ID 101 Bridging Knowledge Systems: Integrating Traditional Medicine Yahaya Hills Kagali Sekagya, Prometra,

Uganda

Lead: Patrick Bottazzi, University of
Berne, Switzerland




. Session .
Time Room Format /1D Title / Content Presenters, convenors

18:00-18:15 | Plena Welcome remarks: Prof. Stuard Lane, Vice President of the
’ ’ Y SNSF Academic Board (Research Council)

18:15-19:30 | Plenary Apéro / Reception




Conference programme - Day 2: Tuesday, 1. September 2026

Time Room Format Se/slsson Title / Content Presenters, convenors
8:50-9:00 Plenary Welcome and introduction Day 2
9:00-9:15 Plenary Welcome Address by Markus Schrader, Member of Senior

Management of SDC, Head of the Foundations and Quality
Division

SLOT C - Tuesday 09:15 - 10:45




Time

Room

Format

Session
/1D

Title / Content

Presenters, convenors

Carbon and PES Projects in Peru and Kenya

9:15-10:45 |Breakout2 |Roundtable | RT3 Hiding in plain sight: meaningful participation of families in Lead: Haris Lokvancic, swisspeace,
the search for forcibly disappeared persons Switzerland
9:15-10:45 Breakout 3 | Roundtable | RT 4 Scaling Digital Advisory Services in LMICs: Opportunities, Lead: Benjamin Grdub, farmbetter,
Challenges, and the Emerging Role of Al Kenya & Panama
10:45-11:15 Coffee break
SLOT D - Tuesday 11:15 - 12:45
11:15-12:45 | Plenary Paper S6 Making Nature-Based Interventions Work for People Chair: Fernando Fernandez (Wyss
Session Academy, Switzerland and Peru)
ID 88 Conservation, development and markets: agricultural Aye-Chan Maung, Wyss Academy for
intensification and emerging land pressures in upland Laos Nature, Switzerland
ID 49 Beyond counting trees: considering actors’ demands for more Maria J. Santos, University of Zurich,
inclusive and effective restoration Switzerland
ID 50 Co-producing restoration knowledge in practice: collaboration Estelle Raveloaritiana, University of
and capacity building lessons from Demand4Restoration project | Zurich, Switzerland
ID 70 Fair Shares? Local Perceptions of Benefit Sharing in Nature-Based | Dominique Schmid, Wyss Academy for

Nature at the University of Bern,
Switzerland

11:15-12:45 | Breakout2 |Roundtable |RT5

Debugging digital extension: managing knowledge, autonomy
and data in transdisciplinary agroforestry scaling

Lead: Christian Andres, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland




Session

Time Room Format /1D Title / Content Presenters, convenors
11:15-12:45 | Breakout3 |Workshop |WS4 The Real-world lab workshop: Challenges of scaling-up Lead: Emilie Cremin, University of
agroecology Lausanne, Switzerland
12:45-13:45 Lunch
SLOT E - Tuesday 13:30 - 15:00 (90 min)
13:45-15:15 | Plenary Paper S8 Building Climate Resilience: Bridging Local Knowledge and Chair: Mumbi Wachira (Strathmore
Session Science-Based Solutions University Business School, Kenya)
ID 16 Co-creating Climate Adaptation Strategies with Pastoralists in Babere Chacha, Laikipia University,
Northern Kenya: A Transdisciplinary Model Kenya
ID 20 Governing the commons: an ethnographic exploration of local Samiya Selim, University of Liberal Arts
adaptation response to complex global problems Bangladesh
ID 28 Rooted in Reality: Critical Contextualization of Nature-based Md Faisal Imran, University of Liberal
Solutions in Coastal Areas of Bangladesh Arts Bangladesh
ID 42 A Toolbox for climate-resilient development of Armenian Raphael Portmann, Planval Partners
communities: Initial results and lessons learned AG, Switzerland
ID 93 Bridging Science and Practice for Local Climate Resilient Marco Putz, Swiss Federal Research

13:45-15:15 | Breakout2 |Roundtable | RT6

Development in Armenia

Nutrition by Design: Making Health Outcomes Explicit in
Agroecology

Institute WSL, Switzerland

Lead: Cornelia Speich, SwissTPH,
Switzerland




Time

Room

Format

Session

Title / Content

Presenters, convenors

/1D
13:45-15:15 | Breakout3 |Workshop |WS5 Living Labs and Data Ecosystems: Governance and Innovation |Lead: Fernando Fernandez, Wyss
in Artisanal Gold Mining in the Amazon Forest Academy, Switzerland and Peru
15:15 - 15:45 Coffee break
CLOSING PLENARY — Tuesday 15:45 - 17:30

15:45-17:15 | Plenary Panel From Reflection to Direction: What we require from Moderator: Martina Schmidt (SDC,
transdisciplinary research for development in and for the Global Switzerland)
South
17:15-17:30 |Plenary Closing remarks by Prof. Martin Lengwiler, University of Basel,
Switzerland, Research Council Member SNSF, SOR4D Review
Panel Chair
17:30 Closing of the Conference




