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Agenda

Time Item Who
09.00 Welcome and introduction D. Svarin, SOR4D
programme manager,
(SNSF)
09.05 Presentation of SOR4D Programme J. Demenge, Programme
Objectives Officer (SDC)

Thematic focus

D. Svarin
Eligibility of consortia
Financial aspects
09.30 Q&A session D. Svarin, J. Demenge

-=> You can type your questions in the chat during the presentation



Where to find information?
- Please check out the SOR4D website: www.sor4d.ch
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SDC-SNSF partnership

* Long-term partnership (NCCR North-South 2001-2013, r4d programme 2012-
2023)

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between SDC and SNSF signed in
January 2021.

« SDC and SNSF coordinate their funding efforts for cross-border research
partnerships with developing countries, including activities for the

dissemination and utilisation of research results in all sectors of society.



SOR4D programme goal

The overarching goal is to produce better knowledge, solutions and
innovation by needs-driven, transdisciplinary research that opens up new
ways for advancing sustainable development and reducing poverty in the least

developed, low and lower middle-income countries.

The SOR4D programme strives to contribute to the implementation of the 2030

Agenda by fostering partnerships, co-creation of knowledge and innovation.



SOR4D specific objectives

Researchers and development actors jointly generate needs-based, solution-
oriented knowledge and innovative solutions that contributes to sustainable

development and poverty reduction in the Global South and East.

Project partnerships and networks test and validate research results with impact
potential and explore scaling pathways. This includes disseminating findings and

engaging with stakeholders to reach impact at scale.

Researchers and non-academic actors enhance their competences in conducting
solution-oriented transdisciplinary research in transformative complex development

settings.



SOR4D: characteristics of projects

« open to all disciplines from the humanities, social sciences, natural sciences,

engineering, health and life sciences.

« encourages interdisciplinary collaboration between research domains where

such collaboration is appropriate

« explicit aim for systemic and transformative solutions that simultaneously

address several of the 17 SDGs



SORA4D: thematical focus

Human development: Improve lives by ensuring access to basic

services, safe migration, and resilient health systems for vulnerable

good governance

populations. / Peace and
Sustainable economic development: Foster decent jobs and inclusive

growth through strong SMEs, efficient institutions, and integration into the

Human Climate and
gIObaI economy development environment

Climate and environment: Promote climate resilience, biodiversity

conservation, and sustainable resource use through innovation and green

Sustainable economic
development

finance.
Peace and governance: Advance peace, democracy, and human rights

through inclusive governance, civic engagement, and rule of law.



International and transdisciplinary consortia

Research partner

Switzerland Partner country Partner Country

Research partner Research partner Non-academic actor B _C/oPal North/CH

Development partner

Switzerland Partner country
Research partner 2 Research partner 2
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SORA4D projects duration

Project length: 3 or 4 years + 1-2 years TAG

3-4 years 1-2 years

I
f | ! : \

TAG Year 1 TAG Year 2

TAG progress
report

Transdisciplinary research project

Project Year 4

1t progress report
2" progress report 31 progress report /

or final report

. . TAG final
Final project report report



SOR4D: programme budget

Total programme budget: CHF 22.4 million

Research funds: CHF 20.06 million

Project budgets, Transformation Accelerating Grants

Programme activities & monitoring: CHF 1.13 million
Communication (Events, publications);
Community (workshops, knowledge transfer)

Management costs: CHF 1.21 million

Expected number of projects to be funded: ~ 20 projects



SOR4D project funding: eligible costs

3-4Ayears 1-2 years

A

Transdisciplinary research project Transformation Accelerating Grant

Max. CHF 250°000/year CHF 150°000/year

« Salaries:
o PhD students, post-docs, project coordinators and other employees working on the project

o Co-applicants from ODA recipient countries

« Communication and dissemination activities (e.g. workshops, conferences, video, trainings)

« Research/project funds: consumables, travel costs (compulsory emissions offsetting), room and
board costs, field expenses

« Material costs: Equipment of enduring value (only eligible for partner countries)
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Financial conditions

SOR4D global project budget (~ 750’000 — 1°000°000 CHF)

Switzerland
Research
partner

Partner country
Research partner

\—Y—) \ J

max. 40 % min. 20 %

L2 RN

min. 60 %

\—Y—}

min. 10 % for communication and dissemination

At least 60% must be
spent in the least
developed, low income
or lower middle income
partner
country/countries

At least 20% of the total
project budget must be
allocated to the non-
academic actor(s)

At least 10% for
communication and
dissemination



Evaluation and funding recommendations

— Pre-proposals are evaluated by the
Review Panel.

— Full proposals are reviewed by
international peer experts. Based on
these reviews and their own
evaluation, the Review Panel will

award marks.

The range of awardable marks according
to the Unified Evaluation Procedure of the
SNSF ranges from 1 (low quality) to 9
(high quality).

3 months =

2 months {

3 months -

N

4 months =

SORA4D Call

Pre-proposals

Preparatory grants for invited teams

Full proposals

Review Panel — funding recommendations

Research Council - funding decisions

Funding decision
(approval/rejection)
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Evaluation process and criteria

1. Relevance, originality and topicality of the project in addressing the programme objectives; in particular,
research should be need-based;

2. Scientific quality, suitable methods;

3. The research project generates innovative solutions and new knowledge for impact, systemic change and
scaling;

4. Qualifications and complementary expertise of consortium members, adequate distribution of tasks and
shared responsibility, partnership approach and involvement of relevant stake-holders in all project
stages;

5. Proposal demonstrates gender sensitivity (including gender balance in the project team), intersectionality
and social inclusion and how these will be ensured throughout the project.

6. Only for Full Proposals: Proposal has an explicit and realistic theory of change, a clear Logical Framework

contributing to the programme objectives, and a scale up strategy



Review panel

International experts

Dr. Marjolein Dieleman, Royal Tropical Institute,
Netherlands

Dr. Frank Eyhorn, Independent Consultant, Switzerland
Selina Haeny, UBS Optimus Foundation, Switzerland
Dr. Karuna Onta, Independent Consultant, Nepal

Prof. Priti Parikh, University College London, UK

Dr. Smita Premchander, Sampark, India

Dr. Bernadette Resurreccion, Queens University, CA

Prof. Leon Tikly, University of Bristol, UK

SDC Delegate

Dr. Manfred Kaufmann, SDC, Switzerland

Dr. Jonathan Demenge, SDC Switzerland

SNSF Delegate, Member of Research Council

Prof. Martin Lengwiler, University of Basel, Switzerland

(Review Panel Chair)




Call for proposals: timeline

Launch of call

Submission of pre-proposals
Evaluation of pre-proposals
Invitation for full proposals
Submission of full proposals
Evaluation of full proposals
Funding decisions

Start of projects

19 January 2026

18 May 2026, 17.00 CET
May-Aug 2026

September 2026

18 January 2027, 17.00 CET
Jan-March 2027

April 2027

May-Oct 2027



Thank you for your interest in the SOR4D

programme!

sordd@snf.ch
https:/Iwww.sor4d.ch

https://www.linkedin.com/company/sor4d
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